II. Approval of Minutes
The Council approved the minutes of the 2011 Council and Business meetings, published in the April 2012 issue of GBE and the May 2012 issue of MBE (first published online: 26 April 2012).
III. Editors' Report
The editors of MBE and GBE gave reports on the current status of their journals. (See the editors' reports.) 
IV. Treasurer's Report

V. Secretary's Report
Secretary Manyuan Long reviewed the council actions over the preceding year, summarized in VI-X below. September 2012, at the OUP member-subscription site, where short biographies of each candidate were made available. In the final tally, Brandon Gaut was elected to hold the office of President-Elect (2013); Marta Wayne and Harmit Malik were elected to hold the offices of the two Councilors (2013 Councilors ( -2015 , respectively; and James McInerney was elected to hold of the office of Secretary (2013 Secretary ( -2015 .
VI. Election of SMBE Officers
VII. Other Activities in the Preceding Year
The Council also discussed or made decisions on the following issues: by a committee headed by Ken Wolfe, and Elizabeth Perry from University of Oregon, Eugene, OR, was the winner. The SMBE also gave the best poster prize for postdoctoral fellows to Henrik DeFine Licht from Lund University, Sweden, and Way Sung from Indiana University, Bloomington, IN; the best poster prize for graduate students was awarded to Yves Clement from the Max Planck Institute for Molecular Genetics, Germany; and the best poster prize for undergraduate students went to Katharine Owers from Uppsala University, Sweden. The meeting also provided travel awards to 18 postdocs, 21 graduate students, and 6 Fitch Prize contestants.
The main sponsors were SMBE, the Science Foundation Ireland, and the National Tourist Board of Ireland (the Fáilte Ireland). The organizing committee did their best to optimize the budget and the final contribution from SMBE.
IX. Future Annual Meetings
The 21st annual meeting will be on 7-11 June 2013 at Chicago, IL, organized by a committee headed by Manyuan Long, who discussed the organizing activities for the meeting. The 22nd annual meeting will be in 2014 in Puerto Rico, organized by a committee headed by Taras Oleksyk. Council welcomes nominations/suggestions for the 2015 annual meeting location.
X. The Journals and Membership
The Council approved the reports of Marcy Uyenoyama and William Martin (see Editor's report) and their newly recommended associate editors. The Council appointed Sudhir Kumar as the Editor-in-Chief for MBE for a term of 5 years (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) (2016) (2017) following the term of EiC Marcy Uyenoyama who completed her term in August 2012.
XI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.
Business Meeting
I. Call to Order
President Charles Aquadro called to order the annual SMBE Business meeting at 5:30 PM, 26 June 2012. About 1,000 SMBE members were in attendance.
II. New Business
The President summarized the discussion of the Council meeting, announced the locations of the SMBE meetings for the next year, and congratulated the SMBE 2012 Dublin organizing committee headed by James McInerney on an outstanding meeting. The business meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM.
